[A clinical study of six surgically treated patients with malignant tumors arising from chronic pleuritis and pyothorax].
During the clinical course of chronic pleuritis and pyothorax, we frequently have found abnormal clinical signs such as increased abnormal chest shadows, subjective symptoms, such as chest pain and bloody sputum, and the appearance of atypical cells in the pleural effusion. It is very difficult and important to diagnose differentially worsening of chronic inflammation and occurrence of malignant tumors. We have surgically treated six patients with malignant tumors arising from chronic pleuritis and pyothorax, who had the above abnormal signs. All of them were made, and their average age was fifty three years. Two patients exhibited increased abnormal chest shadows, 5 had subjective symptoms (5 with chest pain, 2 with bloody sputum and 2 with fever), and 1 had atypical cells in the pleural effusion. Two patients had suffered from chronic pleuritis, who both had received artificial pneumothorax therapy for pulmonary tuberculosis, and the other 4 patients had suffered from chronic pyothorax, with mean duration of thirty years. The pathological diagnoses were 2 cases each of malignant pleural mesothelioma, squamous cell carcinoma, and malignant fibrous histiocytoma. The two patients with squamous cell carcinoma had pleurocutaneous and bronchopleural fistula. The operative methods were tumor resections with pleuropneumonectomy performed in 2 patients and pneumonectomy in 1. Absolute non-curative operation was performed in 1 patient, and postoperative radiotherapy in 3 patients. All patients died of tumor recurrence, although five of them underwent reoperation, chemotherapy and radiotherapy. Their duration of survival ranged from 3 to 15 months with a mean of 9 months after appearance of malignant tumor signs.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)